
162    Introduction to Criminology

in terms of both nature and nurture, it creates a “per-
fect storm” of factors that increase that person’s likeli-
hood of becoming a criminal.

Another example of this nature-via-nurture effect was 
seen in Faith becoming obese, largely from her fast-
food diet. This obesity led to the early onset of puberty 
at age 11, which is a physiological factor. But this in 
turn led to the sociological factor of teenage males 
starting to seek her company, which increased the 
likelihood that she would engage in illegal behaviors 
(because teenage males have the highest rates of crimi-
nal offending in all societies). Thus, Faith’s early men-
struation (physiology) contributed to more attention 
from males (environment), which greatly increased her 
risk of 

Many household paints 
contain lead, a toxin 
that has been linked to 
criminal behavior. Such 
tainted paint is more 
commonly found in older 
homes, especially inner-
city, urban homes.


